Psalm 1: 1-3 Blessed is the one who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of
sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates
day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not
wither. In all that he does, he prospers.
I Love A Tree
I love a tree, a brave, upstanding tree!
When I am wearied in the strife, beaten by storms and bruised by life,
I look up at a tree, and it refreshes me. If it can keep its head held high,
And look the storms straight in the eye, ready to stand, ready to die,
Then by the grace of God can I—At least with Heavens help, I’ll try;
I love a tree, for it refreshes me!
I love a tree! When it seems dead, it leaves all shorn and bared its head,
When winter flings its cold and snow, It stands there undismayed by woe;
It stands there waiting for the spring—a tree is such a believing thing.
I love a tree, for it refreshes me!
Ralph Spaulding Cushman

The Late Bloomers
The Late Bloomers
Many of you know how much I prefer Spring and Summer to Fall and Winter. Since April,
the earth started coming alive with color, led by the pear trees and other early bloomers in
my neighborhood. Spring had sprung, there were many early bloomers this year. Shortly
after came a bunch of other plants, trees, and bushes complimenting the early bloomers in
a symphony of beauty. Every year my yard features two late bloomers in my yard—the
Crepe Myrtle and the Blacked-Eyed Susan are known “late bloomers.” It seems we
almost need to get to mid-summer until everything in nature reveals itself. For my taste
there is something special about the late bloomers that often wait until the hottest part of
summer to bloom.
There are other reasons why I
have a special respect for “late
bloomers,” but that would have
me waxing existentially about my
own life. If you come to know my
story, you will know I had my
share of turmoil in childhood and
in a good part of my adulthood.
Oh how I could count the ways
that I consider myself a late
bloomer—and at times, like many
of us, I feel I haven’t bloomed
brightly enough.
When I combine my life journey
with my theological
understandings I can honestly say what I love about “Grace” is that it gives much
tenderness toward the “late bloomers” on this planet. I once heard a great sermon from
my Homiletics Professor in Seminary entitled “Bloom Where You are Planted.” He was by
no means the first preacher to make a go of that phrase in a sermon but it had a profound
effect upon my life. The richness of the sermon has had a sustaining impact when I find
myself in soil that challenges my peace and happiness.
The other day while taking notice of some “late blooming” flowers as I took a stroll through
Long’s Park it occurred to me yet again that there are corollary themes throughout nature.
And it occurred to me that it is not only important to bloom where one is planted, but also
to bloom when the time is right. I have witnessed a lot of people who shine most brightly

when the heat is on. There are so many biblical examples of people who rose to the
occasion and claimed the molten moment at just the right time. I think of Daniel, David,
Ruth, Moses, Rahab, Mary and Joseph, Peter and Paul. As I study history I also think of
the likes of Winston Churchill. One could argue that during times of peace he was a
rather unpopular uninspiring leader, but did he ever bloom when placed in the pressure
cooker of World War 2. While many world leaders were wilting under the heat of the
Fuhrer, Churchill set about the task of doing nothing less than saving England. Maybe we
could call him one of the Crepe Myrtles of God’s garden.
I draw strength and inspiration from this theme of “late blooming” because for many of us
life feels delayed and in some cases in stalemate. For others it certainly can feel that life
has dealt us a cold hand. Have your plans been completely frustrated? Has love or
meaning eluded your grasp? Has clarity taken a hiatus? Do you feel your dreams and
hopes are in neutral? It may be that if we can concentrate more on blooming where we are
planted, living fully in the space we are in—that some unexpected buds of hope beauty and
optimism begin to emerge. We may be surprised by what appear to be unexpected late
bloomers. One of the nicest things about late bloomers is that sometimes they catch us by
surprise—but for my money late bloomers are the most welcome and best of all.

He told me to tell you!

Faithfully,
Pastor Robert Zimmerman

Adult Sunday School Classes with Pastor Robert
&
Women’s Bible Study with Pastor Grace
Will tentatively resume this fall
(based on health reports.)

Our next ABW meeting is:
Thursday, July 2nd

ABW WESTGATE 2019-20 PROJECTS
During the Covid-19 crises AB Women donated, on behalf of all of Westgate to the
following:
Water Street Mission
Blessings of Hope
Lanc. CCC

$400.00
$200.00
$200.00
Many thanks to those who have been helping.

Blessings,
Pat Rust and the Ladies of ABW

American Baptist Churches USA
Survey Assesses Impact of COVID-19
In May of 2020, a survey regarding the impact of the global pandemic was sent to all of the
American Baptist regions via each region’s executive minister. On behalf of local churches, the
person most knowledgeable was asked to complete the survey. Originally requested by the
members of the National Executive Council and Regional Executive Ministers Council, the
survey of American Baptist congregations was aimed at assessing the impact of COVID-19.
A total of 414 congregations responded to the survey. A summary of the quantitative results is
shown below. The survey results summary looks at the overall impact of COVID-19, the impact
of COVID-19 on worship and ministry, future outlook related to COVID-19, and areas impacted
by the virus.
Overall Impact of COVID-19
The survey indicated that a slight majority of the congregations surveyed are experiencing only a slight
or moderate impact from COVID-19, while a small percentage of ABC congregations have been hit very
hard by the pandemic. The majority (63%) of respondents believe that they are in an
area
with fewer cases than the rest of the country. About one-half (52%) of the
congregations surveyed indicated that COVID-19 has had a moderate or less
impact on their congregation. Some congregations (14%) report being hit very
hard financially by COVID-19 stating that at least 20% of their members are
unemployed.
Impact of COVID-19 on Worship and Ministry.
In regard to worship and ministry, the survey respondents indicated through their
response that many congregations have delivered a robust response to the adverse effects of COVID-19.
While the pandemic has elicited both positive and negative influences upon the congregations surveyed,
sometimes the dual influences have occurred in same areas such as worship and outreach. 88% of the
respondents indicate that their congregations have been able to offer online worship during the
pandemic. Only 6% indicate that their congregation has not been able to offer any online activities
during the pandemic. 73% of the respondents believe that COVID-19 has negatively impacted their
worship, but a slightly higher number (77%) believe that COVID-19 has also created new opportunities
for worship. Similarly, 50% of the respondents believe that COVID-19 has negatively impacted their
outreach, while (61%) believe that COVID-19 has created new opportunities in this same area of
ministry.
Over one-half (57%) of the respondents say that their worship attendance has increased during the
pandemic compared to only 14% who indicate that worship attendance has declined. In most cases,
however, increased worship attendance online has not translated into increased giving. Sixty-percent
report that giving has decreased compared to only 16% who report that giving has increased during the
pandemic. Nearly 4 out of 5 respondents indicate that they plan to continue to offer online worship
following the stay at home orders. Respondents indicate that their congregants miss “feeling a sense of
community” the most when compared to missing other elements of worship and ministry.
Nearly three-fourths of respondents revealed that their congregation has engaged in “delivering supplies
to persons who cannot leave their home” during the pandemic and at least one-half have engaged in
“distributing food to those in need” and “making masks.”

Future Outlook
While COVID-19 has taken a severe toll on some congregations, others have shown strong signs of
resiliency and hope. Nearly two-thirds (62%) of the respondents say that their congregations are not
worried about paying their pastor and staff in the near future.
In terms of balancing the budget, the responses are divided into thirds, with one-third expressing no
concern, another third expressing some concern, and a third expressing moderate to heavy concern.
Two-percent are wondering if they will be able to remain open after this global pandemic.
Responding to a list of possible state of mind descriptors, the majority of persons (68%) indicated that
they are “hopeful” and another 52% indicated that they feel “resilient” about the future. 42% of
respondents said that they feel that their congregation is an extremely innovative or very innovative
congregation, signaling more creative responses to COVID-19.
38% of respondents said that their congregation would be “healthier than it was before” following the
pandemic, compared to only 12% who said that they believe that it would be “less healthy than it was
before.”
Respondents noted additional areas impacted by COVID-19, including:
 Our well-being
 Our leadership team, committee, and board meetings
 My workload
 Our unity
 Ability to grieve with those who died
 Support of the homeless
 Ability to integrate our new pastor
 Pastoral calling
 Actual presence
 Need to gather as the Body of Christ
 Has just made each of these look different
 Sense of security
PARISH RESOURCE CENTER
Lancaster Community Meal Program serves over 150,000 meals per year to anyone who needs food.
PRC is working to connect two groups who were hit hard by the COVID-19 crisis: furloughed food
service workers and those relying on the Community Meal Program for food.
Donate now to help us ensure that:
1. The Community Meal Program can continue to serve 3 meals every day during this crisis, and
2. Idled food service workers are paid to prepare the meals.
With thousands of food service workers idle as restaurants close, PRC called on a pillar of the
Lancaster City food scene, Commons Company, the B-Corp group behind Prince St. Café, Blue Line,
Passenger Coffee, and Merry Maker Catering. The Commons Company, along with several of their
suppliers (including Pine View Dairy, Barr’s Produce, and Hometown Provisions) immediately stepped
up to completely cover all of the costs for the food needed to pack 180 meals as well as paying the
labor for their employees to come back and do the work.
PRC is working with partners to find an ongoing solution for future weeks, working to source donated
food where we can and purchase the rest wholesale from local companies. Commons Company will
continue to provide the kitchen and labor. Their idled food service employees are paid a living wage to
prepare these meals and the Commons Company is taking no profit on this arrangement.

Since we moved into work-at-home mode in mid-March, digital archives
activities have shifted, too. Digitizing microfilm and scanning
pictures ground to a halt; other projects have taken priority. In
addition to refreshing hard drives that currently store much of our
digital content, we are planning for digital preservation and access,
and transcribing associational meeting minutes to our catalog,
Now, we are trying something new. And you can help us! In the archives
there are numerous ledger books of church records dating from the late
17th to early 20th centuries. Because they are handwritten, even after
digitizing the books they are not searchable, so finding information
can be a laborious task. This is where you come in: We have set up a
pilot project on the crowd-sourcing platform Zooniverse, and invite
you to help us transcribe these records. You’ll see images of the
pages and type in your transcription. You get to find out what
happened when the “church met and found great division”; we get a
version of the records that can be searched for names or keywords,
helping genealogists and other researchers in their work. The only
requirements for participating in this project are a computer (it will
not work on phones) and the ability to read cursive handwriting. You
do not have to commit to any certain time or number of pages. Even if
you just want to do one line it will help. Each page will be
transcribed by multiple people and the results compared so you do not
have to worry “what if there’s a word I can’t read?” Join us in
putting more information “at Your Fingertips”!
To participate in this project, please visit”
https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/abhsarchives/pilot-project-of-theamerican-baptist-historical-society

We’re celebrating 206 years of global ministry! 1814-2020
Greetings in the name of our risen Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. May 21, 2020, marks the 206th anniversary of
God’s amazing provision and faithfulness to and through
IM!
When I took on the role of Executive Director/CEO of the
historic American Baptist Foreign Mission Society in 2016,
I could not have foreseen that, in the fourth year of my
tenure, the world would be facing a global pandemic of
unprecedented proportions.
Photo | Thailand, December 1978 Thra Thu Nu, secretary of the Mae
Sariang Association, discusses church affairs with R. G. Johnson.

Back then, I was simply responding to the call to lead IM’s third century of mission
facilitating movement—no matter what it takes.
Friends, COVID-19 is not the first (and will not likely be the last) crisis our mission
movement has had to face. But when we look back at over 200 years of God’s readiness
to carry us through anything and everything, we can truthfully proclaim that God has
already carried us through world wars, previous pandemics, and major economic
downturns. Our God was and remains faithful, and we are still poised today, as we have
been through the years, to respond to the call that God has placed on our
hearts to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet human need so that God’s
will is done on earth as it is in heaven.
Now, as before, unexpected circumstances require us to do things in new and creative
ways. (Watch for upcoming news on the World Mission Conference 2020 Livestream
Event!) But the gospel has not changed. Jesus still longs to bring peace, joy and renewal
into every person’s life. So in the face of this current crisis, we at IM continue to focus on
the basics: How can we be agents of God’s love, justice, and provision? How can the
gospel come alive for others as a result of how I live my life? How do I answer God’s
call—no matter what it takes?
You and I are members of the IM family in 2020. It is humbling and joyous to
be entrusted with carrying on such a rich heritage, one that continues to be so
vibrant after over 200 years. God continues to provide for God’s mission through
IM, and God’s people continue to invest immeasurable prayer and resources into our
expansive family. It is our deepest hope that, someday, those who come after us will
count us as part of the same great IM legacy.
I am delighted to be serving with global servants who are truly remarkable in their faith
and commitment to their calling. Thank you for your prayers and gifts. For over two
centuries, your generosity and stewardship have played an indispensable role in changing
lives and winning hearts for Jesus. For that, I am deeply grateful to you.
You are in our prayers and I invite you to pray for IM and IM’s global servants, as
together we work towards God’s kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. (Matt. 6:10)
Gratefully,
Rev. Sharon Koh, Executive Director / CEO
On earth as it is in heaven
Matthew 6:10
International Ministries, also known as the American Baptist Foreign Mission Society, works crossculturally to invite people to become disciples of Jesus Christ and to proclaim, through both word
and deed, God's reign of justice, peace and abundant life for all creation

For over 200 years, American Baptists have been
investing in the futures of people all around the
world! From our local communities here in the U.S.
and Puerto Rico, and wrapping all the way around
the globe, ministries have been undergirded by
American Baptists for over 200 years. It's remarkable!
What God has done and continues to do through
American Baptists is invest in God’s people by
meeting spiritual and human need.
You can probably recall American Baptist ministries that you and your
congregation have supported. Some may have been one-time investments
made to address one specific need at one specific time, while others are
investments made over many years—often decades—as American Baptists walk
alongside communities, growing as they grow, and changing as they change.
The One Great Hour of Sharing Offering for 2020 features the ministry of the New
Life Center Foundation in Thailand. American Baptists have invested in the lives
of young girls in northern Thailand for over 30 years! American Baptist
International Ministries’ missionaries Dr. and Mrs. Paul and Elaine Lewis founded
the New Life Center (NLC) in 1987, and Rev. Lauran Bethell, Miss Karen Smith,
Miss Kit Ripley, and Miss Jeni Pedzinski have continued to provide leadership
there alongside NLC’s tribal staff.
Let's be generous and joyful in our giving, "for we are co-workers in God's
service!" [1 Corinthians 3:9].

Westgate wi ll take collecti on s for O GHS on July 5 t h
and 12th. Y ou may mai l i n to th e ch urch or use the
envelopes provided on Sun day.

DISCOVER LOVE GIFT’S TREASURES

In 2004 the resting place of the ocean liner Titanic was discovered. Though the ship was too deep at that
time to be salvaged by divers, there was much speculation about its buried treasures. In the years since
that discovery many of its treasures have “surfaced.”
How wonderful that American Baptist women don’t bury their treasures! Across our nation the women,
men and whole churches give to ABW Love Gift, when the offering is collected or by filling Love Gift
boxes at home or work. These purple and white boxes might be seen as miniature treasure chests.
The treasure in these chests supports all areas of American Baptist mission work: leadership training,
city neighborhood centers, ministers and missionaries at home and around the world, program materials
and Christian education; and American Baptist Women’s Ministry. Through your dedicated giving, both
spiritual and material needs are met in the name of Christ. In 2019, Westgate folks gave $503.19 to
Love Gift.
A prayer for ABW Love Gift: “Dear God, May I be generous with my Love Gift treasures, knowing that
‘where my treasure is, there will my heart be also.’ Let me discover the joy of giving to help those who
may be disadvantaged, disappointed, in despair, dejected or discouraged. Let me share from my treasure
because Christ has given to me. In the name of our savior, Jesus, Amen.”
On the second Sunday in July, the 12th, Marie will be available after the service to accept the ABW
Love Gift either in the building or by the collection spot departing toward Harrisburg Pike. Thank you
to all who have been continuing to give in their Love Gift boxes these past few months.
Adapted from an ABW National Love Gift dedication 2005

Treasurer’s Report- May
Month Total
Budget Income
Non-budget income

MAY
$13,575.00
$736.00

Birthdays & Anniversaries in July & August


7/4
7/7
7/15

7/23
7/27
7/29

Eric Seevers
Kathy Liebel
Lianda Lafontant
Sandy Eby
John Hessen
Carol Proper
Sandy Dour
Christine Zelem
Emmanuella Tebie


7/12/1970
7/18/2019

Rev. Len & Shirley Lewis
Baster & Emelia Bossman

7/23/1966
7/23/2016

Richard & Barbara Adams
Htee Bwee & Saw Htoo






8/5
8/9
8/10
8/12
8/13
8/16
8/17
8/19
8/27
8/31

James Yost
Duke Gabriel
Rev. Roy Johnsen
Victoria Guntz
Rev. Len Lewis
Bud Rust
Brandon Young Ferris
Shirley Lewis


8/11/1973

Eric & Sue Seevers



Phillip Eby
Will Thamavong
Rev. Bob McGrath
CJ Saylor



For “Who Is Doing What”
CoordinatorsPlease remember to provide me with
your lists when church resumes.
Thank you, Elisa

